In the title compound, C 17 H 17 ClN 2 O 4 ÁCH 4 O, the dihedral angle between the benzene ring planes is 5.29 (6) . Intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules into a chain along the a axis. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Bernardino et al., 2006; Ganjali et al., 2006) . We now report the synthesis and structure of the title compound, (I), obtained by the condensation of 3,4,5-trimethoxybenzohydrazide with 2-chlorobenzaldehyde as a methanol solvate (Fig. 1) .
Related literature
The bond lengths and bond angles for (I) are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) . The two benzene rings are approximately planar, with a dihedral angle of 5.29 (6)°. The methanol molecules in the crystal are lined to the Schiff base moieties through intermolecular N-H···O and O-H···O hydrogen bonds to form a chain along the a axis, which helps to consolidate the packing (Fig 2) .
Experimental
A mixture of 3,4,5-trimethoxybenzohydrazide (1 mmol) and 2-chlorobenzaldehyde in anhydrous ethanol (10 ml) was refluxed for 2 h. When the solution was cooled to room temperature, some white needles separated out. After filtration, colorless blocks of (I) were obtained by slow evaporation of a methanol solution.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and allowed to ride on their parent atoms, with N-H = 0.88 Å, O-H = 0.84 Å, C-H = 0.95 (aromatic and N=CH), 0.98 (methyl) Å) and U iso (H) = xU eq (C, N, O), where x = 1.5 for the methyl and hydroxyl groups, x = 1.2 for all other H atoms.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) with displacement ellipsoids for the non-hydrogen atoms drawn at the 50% probability level. 
